MSU fan engineers cowbells to make a living

Lifting ban on the
noisemaker offers
new opportunity

By Kyle Waazey
7S Pl o

More than a decade ago, liclong
Missiesipp| State Universily sparts
fan Eric Viietsira lost hin cowhells
while moving to Chattanooga for a
ew joh

Mo worries, e thoaght. He made a
call and ordersd two ol theem — one
manoon, o while — fron & stone
hack in Mississippi. When they
arrived, there was maroon parol

oato the white one amd vice

vera. He wasn't hapgy

“Tihought, "Well, beck, | could doa
bedfer job (han this," ™ b sadel

Starting this month, he'll be doing
it 2= bis fall-time joh

Twebor vears after thal hanged-op
order of powbells prompied him to
wtart assemnbling and selling them on
ihe side, Viietatra, a 30-year-old
Morihweat Rankin and MSL grade-
ate, quit s pob oo Jualy 30 as mni iodus-
trial engineer al g Devion, Tenn., G-
LTy

What opce became o way o con
(ribote to his som's college fund
beczmae his new full-tme job

“It's a little bit scary doing thal
b yOu Do EDsaLrEnoe L WorTy
abonat,” hie sald, “Tt's soeaet hing that |
think about, bat T just feel like e
been dobng Uhils keng encugh, it’s just a
matter of slepping it up a little EI e
by Boing a kitilke more mar r-"‘ g

The bells well trom § 12 10 B2 |'-l.15-EEI
iif [he siee and color r?‘l" OO Emy
ol discounts for bulk purchases

With his friend Gene Redden, a
Jackson nallve, Jackson Prep and
W51 prad and Chatisnomgs resident .
thev're dodng just that, A website
mycowhell.com, will be the starting
podntof thi mew business

Viietsira fgures he needs Lo sell
bt 3,000 cowbells 3 pead Lo make i
worthwhile. In 2009, he sold 820, In
HOE, he snld G12. And in 2007, alter
receiving a lte crush of orders in
athance of Stale’s trip to the Liberty
Beowe, e naald TA3,

But as Redden points out, all this
has been done with viriually 6o enar-
keting. Though Viietstra had o web
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Erl: Viadsira an endinesr n Chatlancoga, Te and &  Bid ilaga fund Maw, e Guiffieg M ob o il team Bl
Miasssippi State University grad. onon wisded wbal  trma Mgl the “oowbel compromiss” [iFtng B Ban o0
Fuasidns oo in e spare tme, sold Shem and pt moaey inhis  tham) s increa sed dembnd erough b suppart him
alte for years, il wasn | easy Eo find
e [l 12 years worth of sobd
sales Lo bock hem up " Bedden adid
“Boon 100 will tell you i & product
disesn’i go comiplelely away aller foas
YEarH, vl v gl to (i sme Kidad ol
growih.”
The product, of course, is a il
aal O LIE T

Lowe has it the cowhsell heecame &
gymbial for Slale when 8 jersey cow
wandered onto the playing field in o
18%0s pame agaknal Cle bl

Simte wor the cir hemams 3 good
sk chiarm

Throwegh e years, the typical bell
came sitnehed with & handle, South-
easeni Conference rules banned the
bells in 1974, but they kept codmling
into Scott Field, The ban probably
made them more popalar, as Lhey

See COWBELLS, 58

gl 17 T Chierei® i neiger

Eric Vislstrs sels his cowbeds Tyough 1he webse al www mycowhel (om.
Thiy cost 8 12 10 525 depanding On sis and ooiar
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